To Whom It May Concern,

I have had the pleasure of knowing Jamie Kennedy as a talented poet and educator.  In September 1993 I invited Mr. Kennedy to lead a workshop at the Braun School,  an alternative school/ day treatment center in San Rafael.  (I am a licensed psychotherapist and contract at this school to lead weekly therapy groups--I have been associated with Braun for 9 years.)  Mr. Kennedy and his associates presented for the entire school on two days.  Their poetry was inspiring and moving, both for the youth and the staff.  Mr. Kennedy showed considerable skill in fielding questions from the students, responding to testing behaviors, and inspiring the students to find their own voices.  The students then developed their own poetry and shared this with the whole group. 

The staff was very impressed by how much the students expressed, especially some who had not opened up at all previously in this therapeutic school.  Then, four months later, I was blown away when some students asked to share, in one of my therapy groups, poems they had been working on since Mr. Kennedy's visit.  The poems were raw, emotionally honest, and soulful.  Clearly they had taken in the poetry workshop more deeply than anyone of us could have hoped for.  From this contact with Jamie Kennedy, I would highly recommend his poetry workshops with youth.

Sincerely,

Shai Lavie, M.A., MFT

(415) 339-7847

